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This weekend, we celebrate the Feast Day of St. Matthias, our 

patron, and use this as an opportunity to reflect upon our parish. 
 
We start by giving thanks to all the past parishioners and families 

who established this parish in the late 1950s. How exciting it must have 
been for them to raise money, construct a building, and grow the parish 
as a break off of St. James the Less Parish, 2 miles south of us. These 
families have kept St. Matthias Parish going over the years with both 
their time and financial support. At one time, the growth was so 
significant that another parish, St. Anthony, needed to be established 2 
miles north of us. Within recent times, however, the founding members 
of our parish have moved out or, sadly, passed away, leaving us with 
many voids to fill. In fact, when I first got here 4 years ago, one of the 
parish leaders expressed a concern to me that we are ‘an aging parish’ 
and that we really need to engage two groups in particular: the ethnic 
parishioners and our younger parishioners. I couldn’t agree more. Since 
that time, we have tried to create a culture shift in our organization. 
We created a mission statement emphasizing the inclusion of all our 
parishioners and established a Parish Council in which parishioners 
could be more directly involved in the direction of the parish. These 
changes have not always been smooth, but have taught us valuable 
lessons as we try to move the parish forward and keep it viable for the 
future. 

 



Today, we have made great strides in creating a new culture that 
better reflects our diverse population. Structures are now in place, 
such as by-laws for the Parish and Finance Councils to ensure adequate 
representation from the parish, and more parishioners are in 
agreement with our mission statement. Many good things are happening 
here, even though we are just in the early stages and much more work 
needs to be done. 

 
Next comes Real Presence Real Future, the restructuring efforts of 

the Diocese of Columbus. This has thrown us another obstacle. In the 
current proposal which has been widely published, St. Matthias Church 
and School will transition to a school and our parishioners will be 
invited to move to St. Elizabeth for Church. In the Real Presence Real 
Future proposal, St. Elizabeth will be designated as a multi-ethnic parish. 
As this proposal moves forward, I have no doubt that all of you would 
be a positive influence for the parishioners at St. Elizabeth to ensure 
that the multi-ethnic identity of that parish becomes a reality. With 
your help, much of what we are doing here could certainly continue 
there. 

 
Thinking more positively about the Diocese and the proposal for 

our planning area, a high point for me is the new opportunities that will 
open up for our school. As a Diocesan school, more resources, more 
adequate structures of communication and operations, newer models 
of education, and an updated campus would better serve our students 
and school families. Many of these opportunities are not possible for us 
to do as St. Matthias Parish, with our limited resources and space. At 
the same time, our legacy as a Parish would continue, as this building 
would stay in existence and continue to serve our Catholic mission in a 



very real way. With the proposal, this space will still be used as a chapel 
and a place of prayer. 

 
I know that the changes we have been through and the changes 

that still await us can be discouraging. As the surveys undoubtedly will 
show, and as parishioners have expressed in different ways, the 
recommendations bring up many complex feelings, including frustration, 
sadness, and loss. Let us acknowledge these feelings, while opening 
ourselves to dialogue, cooperation, compromise, and working towards 
the common good as a Diocesan Church. As predicted, our next 
bishop will be in a difficult position when he reads our proposal and has 
to make a decision on it. Across the Diocese, the general advice to him 
from the people of many parishes at this moment seems to be, ‘fix 
everything, change nothing.’ That is not fair to him or our future. As 
with all healthy organizations, the ability to adapt to changing 
environments is not an embarrassing concession, but a necessary part 
of the life cycle. 

 
As we move ahead, we have a lot to be proud of at St. Matthias 

Parish. We will continue our mission for as long as we are here. When 
the time comes for us to move in new directions, however, we must 
still have enough energy and focus to make the transition as smooth as 
possible. 

 
As we continue with this mass, we turn to our First Reading from 

the Acts of the Apostles, where Paul and Barnabas told their disciples, 
“it is necessary for us to undergo many hardships to enter the Kingdom 
of God.” As St. Matthias Parish, we have been through and will be going 
through many hardships. However, as with the apostles, may it all 
somehow lead us closer toward the Kingdom of God. 



 
St. Matthias, the 13th Apostle, pray for us. 


